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experience, an admirable account of the revolt, des-
cribing its effect upon Ibiza, a small island which has
now become an important strategic centre for Italian
activities.1

The position at the end of November, 1936, was that
Italy and Germany had sent a considerable supply of
munitions to Spain, but neither its quantity nor its
quality were such as to weaken the position of the
Powers in Europe. Under modern conditions the
*life* of land armaments is quite short, and Spain hadi
received stocks which would have been scrapped, prob-
ably, within a year or two. Both Powers had also sent
a number of aeroplanes and personnel from their army,
but these could obviously be withdrawn as rapidly and
inconspicuously as they had been sent. The fact that
regular units had been employed against Spain was
equivalent to an act of war, but the Valencia Govern-
ment was not in a position to force this issue, and the
League maintained a cautious attitude on this point of
international law. Neither Herr Hitler nor Signor
Mussolini had completely compromised themselves.

If the affair had gone according to schedule Madrid
would have fallen in November, General Franco could
have claimed, with some justification, to be the effective
ruler in Spain, and the world would have quickly
recognized another successful coup d'etat in Spain. We
do not know what would have been the respective
pounds of flesh demanded by Italy and Germany for
the financial, material, and moral assistance they had

1 Elliot Paul. The Life and Death of a Spanish Town. The book
is of great importance as an objective study of a small isolated
Spanish community just before and during the revolt. It shows
clearly the complicity of the local priests in the revolt, and the
outside interference which bore down local resistance. There
were hundreds of such towns and thousands of such tragedies
in the summer of 1936.